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it. Plundering and ill-treating Asiatics was a
venial offence, and many a seaman after a cruise
with the pirates returned to his calling on board
an honest merchantman, without being thought
much the worse for it.

Among all the naval officers sent to the Indian
seas at that time, Warren appears to have been
the only one who really tried to protect the
Company's interests. Littleton quarrelled with
Sir Nicholas Waite, and had questionable dealings
with the Madagascar pirates. Richards and
Haiiand quarrelled with Sir John Gayer, and
crippled the Company's ships by forcibly pressing
their sailors to fill up their own crews; while
Matthews exceeded them all in outrageous be-
haviour, as will be recounted in its place.

After capturing the Quedah Merchant, Kidd
shaped his course for Madagascar, where he found
Culliford in the Resolution, who at first treated
him with suspicion, hearing that he had a com-
mission to capture pirates. But Kidd soon re-
assured him over sundry cups of bombo, protesting
with many oaths that c his soul should fry in hell'
sooner than that he should hurt a hair of one of
Culliford's crew; and, as a proof of good will.